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amongst native Christians) an Indian does not shave himself*1
A Nagara would not cut his own hair, shave, or pare his own
nails, and though some other classes of Brahmans do at least
cut their nails, the very orthodox amongst them will not do so.
In any case they see that the hair and nail clippings are
carefully taken outside the house and thrown away at some
distance.
1 Whilst discussing the subject of shaving we may notice that one class
of Brahmans, the Agnihotii (see ch. v), have their heads shaved, all but
the sacred top-knot, twice a month, on new moon and, full moon days. A
Brahman of this class at the time of his wedding brings fire from his
father-in-law's house and worships it daily in the company of his wife, but
if his wife die, he may not worship it until after he has married again ; so
during the time he is a widower he never has his head shaved.